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•	 Domestic violence is prevalent: On average, nearly 20 people per minute are physically abused 
by an intimate partner in the United States. For one year, this equates to more than 10 million 
women and men.1

•	 1 in 3 women have been victims of physical violence by an intimate partner in their 
lifetime.1

•	 Intimate partner violence accounts for 15% of all violent crime.1 On a typical day, there are 
more than 20,000 phone calls placed to domestic violence hotlines nationwide.1

•	 Domestic violence can be lethal: Women are killed by intimate partners-husbands, lovers, ex-
husbands, or ex-lovers- more often than by any other category of killer.2
•	 It is the seventh leading cause of premature death for U.S. women overall.3
•	 In 70%-80% of intimate partner homicides, no matter which partner was killed, the man 

physically abused the woman before the murder.⁴
•	 The presence of a gun in a domestic violence situation increases the risk of homicide by 

500%. ⁵
•	 Children are exposed to violence too: 1 in 15 children are exposed to intimate partner violence 

each year, and 90% of these children are eyewitnesses to this violence.5
•	 Domestic violence can be lethal: 1 in 7 women and 1 in 18 men have been stalked by an 

intimate partner during their lifetime to the point in which they felt very fearful or believed 
that they or someone close to them would be harmed or killed.1
•	 60.8% of female stalking victims and 43.5% of men reported being stalked by a current or 

former intimate partner.1
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Domestic Violence

•	 Sexual violence is prevalent: On average, there are 321,500 victims (age 12 or older) of rape 
and sexual assault each year in the United States.⁶
•	 1 in 5 women and 1 in 71 men in the United States have been raped in their lifetime.⁶

•	 Most survivors knew their perpetrator before the assault: 7 out of 10 sexual assaults are 
perpetrated by someone known to the victim; 28% are committed by a stranger, 45% by an 
acquaintance, 25% by a current or former spouse or dating partner, 6% by more than one 
person or the victim cannot remember, and 1% by a non-spouse relative.⁶

•	 Younger people are at the highest risk of sexual violence: Most sexual assault victims are 
under 30; 15% of sexual violence victims are 12-17, 54% of victims are 18-34, 28% of victims 
are 35-64, and 3% are 65+.⁶

•	 Women and girls experience sexual violence at the highest rates: 1 in every 6 American 
women has been the victim of an attempted or completed rape in her lifetime (14.8% 
completed, 2.8% attempted).⁶

•	 Men and boys are also affected by sexual violence: About 3% of American men-or 1 in 33-
have experienced an attempted or completed rape in their lifetime.⁷ 1 out of every 10 rape 
victims are male.⁸

•	 Transgender students are at higher risk for sexual violence: 21% of transgender, gender-
queer, nonconforming college students have been sexually assaulted, compared to 18% of 
female and 4% of male non-transgender peers.⁹

Sexual Violence
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